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Context for Adaptation EffortsContext for Adaptation Efforts

Adaptation is the process of building resilience to climate change, 
including reducing vulnerability and increasing adaptive capacity.
An inherent part of development planning and implementation.
There are very few stand-alone adaptation strategies independent of 
broader development strategies.
The success of adaptation efforts will be measured by the extent to 
which plans and activities are made more resilient to climate change.
Leveraging existing institutions at all levels is essential.  We should 
not envision a new slate of activities wholly independent of existing 
development plans and organizational priorities. 
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The ChallengeThe Challenge

Given the scope and focus of the Convention, how 
can we best:  
Inspire effective adaptation actions at all scales;
Galvanize national/international support for adaptation 
priorities in a range of sectors;
Leverage existing institutions and resources already 
engaged in enhancing climate resilience;
Engage the full range of relevant actors at all levels;
Promote climate resilient development?
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Key ConsiderationsKey Considerations

Our approach should: 
Be guided by the Convention’s definitions, objective, and 
provisions, under which our collective responsibilities for 
adaptation to climate change are different from those intended to 
help achieve our main goal of stabilizing greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere;
Be practical, environmentally sound, and economically efficient;
Recognize that, given adaptation’s link to development, success or 
failure in adaptation will be determined primarily by the actions of 
the country itself.  
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Possible ApproachPossible Approach

Identify portfolio of possible areas of action and international cooperation on 
adaptation:

Facilitate development of national programs;
Outline objectives and possible actions in the face of different adaptation 
challenges;
Include processes for: identification and assessment of problems, establishment 
of priorities, evaluation and implementation of strategies, and program support;
Identify appropriate actors at all levels.

Include list of voluntary priority actions that various actors might take to 
adapt to climate change.
Designed to catalyze greater attention to adaptation at all levels to help 
Parties build a robust approach in their respective efforts.
Funding from diverse sources appropriate to the actions and actors (local, 
national, international, incl. ODA, UNFCCC, UNDP, IFIs, etc.).
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ConclusionsConclusions

Adaptation is critical – What is the role for the 
UNFCCC?
Catalyze/leverage action at multiple levels.
Provide guidance/support for development of 
national adaptation programs, including building 
on NAPAs.
Encourage flexible, practical approaches - Aimed 
at on-the-ground results.
Be consistent with UNFCCC obligations.
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