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 Please use this template for providing inputs related with one example. If you have more than one example, please 

provide them in separate files using this template.  

Example of best practices and available tools 
for the use of indigenous and traditional knowledge and practices for adaptation1 

 

Inputs provided by: 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 

 

Title of practice/tool  

Community based Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment guidelines 

Description of  practice/tool 

This guide to Community Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment and Action (CV&A) was 
developed by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). It aims to 
assist community vulnerability and adaptation assessment work to be carried out by the four pilot 
Pacific Island Countries that are implementing the Capacity Building for the Development of 
Adaptation Measures (CBDAMPIC) project. These countries are: Cook Islands, Fiji, Samoa and 
Vanuatu. 

The CV&A guide outlines six main phases for executing an assessment at local community level: 

(1) Adaptation Context, 

(2) Diagnostic, 

(3) Assessment and Evaluation, 

(4) Development, 

(5) Implementation, and 

(6) Monitoring phases. 

The guide is a tool to understanding Pacific communities’ vulnerability to climate change, variability 
and sea level change; and to determining what action needs to be carried out in order to adapt to 
these changes. In the CV&A process, the focus of data collection is the community that constitutes 
elders, men, women, youths and children. Their experience in relation to climate variability, change 
over time, and extreme events become very important, and provides the basis for inclusion of 
traditional and indigenous knowledge in the implementation plan. The assessment focuses on 
current vulnerability to both climate and non-climate related factors, and on examining current 
adaptive capacity. It then includes evaluation of vulnerability to future climate related risks, 
involving key stakeholders in the evaluation process. This eventually leads to the formulation of 
adaptation policies that would strengthen adaptive capacity. It also allows for traditional knowledge 
to be brought into the discussions, through the inter-activeness and inclusiveness of the approach 
taken. 



Climate modeling and scenario generation and social science have a role to play in the process but 
are not the starting point. This community-focused approach to vulnerability and adaptation 
assessment is innovative and different from the model-based impact assessments commonly used 
world-wide. 

This guide builds on the various participatory methodologies that have already been introduced into 
the Pacific. These include; Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA), Participatory Learning and Action (PLA), and 
Comprehensive Hazard and Risk Management (CHARM). 

Although developed specifically for the CBDAMPIC project, the CV&A guide can be used for similar 
purposes by all Pacific island countries as well as other regions of the globe. It was later updated and 
modified to be utilized in the Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change project in 14 Pacific Island 
Countries and Territories. 

Region 

 Pacific Island Countries 

 Also applicable to Caribbean 

Country 

The guide was utilized in the Cook Islands, Fiji, Samoa and Vanuatu under CBDAMPIC. A refined 
version was then developed and utilized under the Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change(PACC) 
project in Cook Islands, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (FSM), Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, and under PACC+ also in Kiribati and 
Tokelau. 

Sector 

 Food security, agriculture and fisheries 

 Marine and coastal ecosystems 

 Terrestrial ecosystems 

 Transport, infrastructure and human settlements 

 Water resources 

Name of implementing institution/s 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 

Further information 

www.sprep.org and www.pacificclimatechange.net  

 

Contact details 

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti, Director, Climate Change Division, SPREP netatuap@sprep.org  

http://www.sprep.org/
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/
mailto:netatuap@sprep.org


 

 


