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Advancing adaptation through finance 
and technology

South Africa
at the AWG LCA – June 2008
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Perspective on multilateral approaches to 
adaptation - current status

• DC’s face high risk of adverse climate impacts, even if 
the best mitigation intentions are met – negative 
economic impacts will scale with the degree of failure of 
mitigation action – assumption of viable trade-offs 
between mitigation and adaptation investment is risky, 
unequitable

• Scientific and socio-economic aspects are separated 
from the policy and implementation domains – finance 
and technology “gaps” contribute to this separation

• Adaptation needs must take full consideration of current 
sustainable development objectives of developing 
countries, but also anticipate future threats to 
sustainable development – this will require ambitious 
finance and technology solutions
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Matrix of “Actions” by “Sector”
to define concrete action

Agriculture Water Health Livelihoods

Early 
warning

Drought 
system

Disaster
Management

Avoidance/
Insurance

Institutions

Capacity

Planned 
Adaptation

Sub-optimal approach - piecemeal
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Optimising within and across sectors
Agriculture Water Health Livelihoods

Early 
warning

Drought 
system

Disaster
Management

Avoidance/
Insurance

Institutions Research and 
local testing

Capacity Local experts

Planned 
adaptation

New 
technologies
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Optimising national to international adaptation
planning and funding

National : key strategies

Regional : common priorities

International : co-operation

Regional/international adaptation imperatives 
more closely aligned than those of mitigation
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Goals for Adaptation
• We must increasingly shift focus from vulnerability 

assessment to the implementation of the adaptation 
activities that they suggest – closing the technology and 
finance gaps, and leverage regional co-benefits

• We must widen the circle of implementation beyond the 
mainstreaming of adaptation into the development process. 

• These actions depend urgently on sound economic 
assessment of adaptation costs and benefits

• Mobilization of new resources beyond the existing 
UNFCCC climate funds, national budgets and ODA 
funding will be required.

• Reorganize and focus the institutional set-up of adaptation 
to facilitate better implementation.
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