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Danube (1) – Hainburg
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 1983: political controversy about plans to build a hydropower plant in Hainburg/Austria

 Issue: protected wetlands (by Ramsar Treaty and by regional legal act);

 December 1983: despite protection national authorities favoured the project;

 May 1984: petition for a referendum, with prominent support 

 December 1984: allowance to start construction work – immediately followed by 
significant public demonstration including occupation of the construction area;

 December 1984: stop of forest clearance announced by Austrian Prime Minister;

 March 1985: referendum, supported by 350.000 people;

 October 1985: ecology commission recommended not to build the dam; 

 July 1986: allowance for construction cancelled by supreme court;

 Since 1996: area declared as national park

 Hainburg helped to establish the Green Party in Austria which is still represented in the 
Austrian Parliament   



Danube (2) – Hainburg
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 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4m-
8fsV69nQ&feature=related



Danube (3) – ICPDR
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International Commission for Protection of Danube River
 Organization consisting of 14 cooperating states and the European Union

 established in 1998 

 one of the largest and most active international bodies of river basin 
management expertise in Europe 

 deals with the whole Danube River Basin, including its tributaries and ground 
water resources with the ultimate goal to implement the Danube River 
Protection Convention (DRPC) and make it a living tool

 IPCDR mission: promote and coordinate sustainable and equitable water 
management, including conservation, improvement and rational use of waters

 The ICPDR

 makes recommendations for the improvement of water quality, 
 develops mechanisms for flood and accident control, 
 agrees on standards for emissions,
 assures that these are reflected in the Contracting Parties' national legislations and 

applied in their policies.



Water framework directive (1)

December 2000: WFD published in the Official Journal (OJ L 
327) and entered into force

since December 2009: River Basin Management Plans should be 
available for all River Basin Districts across the EU

Legal requirement for MSs to transform WFD into national law

Infringement process in place if implementation does not meet 
the requirements of the WFD

Addresses: inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal 
waters and groundwater
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Water framework directive (2)
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Public Participation in River Basin Management Planning 
(RBMP)

 The directive calls for the public to be informed and involved in the 
preparation of river basin management plans

 Public input helps to balance environmental, economic and social 
priorities in RBMPs

 Participation of people and interested organisations (stakeholders) 
occurs via consultation with the goal to jointly develop solutions to 
problems 

 gives the public and stakeholders the opportunity to influence the 
outcome of the RBMPs 

 Public participation is one of the “Aarhus rights” 



Water framework directive (3)
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Public participation includes:

 To provide proper information of planned measures before 
final decisions on the measures are adopted 

 access to all background documents and information used 
for the development of the RBMP 

 reporting on the progress of the implementation of the 
RBMP



Water framework directive (4)
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Public participation extends to:

 all water users 

 non-governmental organizations, such as local and national 
environmental groups, and  to other stakeholders

 key organizations and citizens’ groups likely to be affected 
by the RBMP 

 For international river basin districts consultation will need 
to extend across Member States to neighboring countries



Water framework directive (5)
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Improving Participation: the HarmoniCOP project

 studied the participative methods used across Europe 

 Experts from 15 Member States including from NGOs, local 
governments, policy makers, the water industry and the 
agricultural sector participated 

 a handbook was developed, based on the examples of best 
practice 

 This handbook, Learning together to manage together -
Improving participation in water management, is on the web: 
http://www.harmonicop.uos.de/handbook.php



Public consultation in France (WFD-7)
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government organized a national consultation on draft 
RBMPs in 2008:

 involved activities in each river basin district 

 In the Loire-Bretagne basin, for example, consultation 
included open discussions, exhibitions, information centres
and activities such as guided tours and theatre productions. 
(See http://www.prenons-soin-de-leau.fr)



Water framework directive (8)
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For more information: 

See the Water Information System for Europe (WISE) 
website at http://water.europa.eu



Aarhus Convention
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 The UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters - adopted in 1998, entered into force 
in 2001 - gives a number of rights to the public:

 the right to have access to information on the environment held by 
government authorities,

 the right to participate in the decisions taken by these authorities that 
affect the environment, and 

 the right to review and legally challenge such decisions.

 Ratified by 46 Parties (from 56 UNECE members) as of June 
2012



Thames Barrier (1)
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 one of the largest movable flood barriers in the world

 1984 – official opening of the Thames Barrier by HM The 
Queen

 It will continue to protect to the same high standard until 2070

 After 2070 the standard of protection will slowly decrease over 
time due to rising sea levels and a greater magnitude and 
frequency of surge conditions

 Estuary 2100 project has studied and recommended options 
for flood risk management in the Thames estuary up to 2100.



Thames Barrier (2)
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Thames Barrier (3)
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 Adapting to climate change requires a flexible approach to planning and climate 
risks

 Thames Estuary 2100 project has pioneered this approach in the development of 
a flood risk management plan to the end of the century

 The challenge was to plan for the uncertainties that still remain over the impacts 
of climate change and to keep options flexible.

 The plan recommends what flood risk management actions will be needed in the 
short (next 25 years), medium (the following 35 years) and long term (to the end 
of the century) based upon the latest climate change projections. 

 The plan also indicates how those actions would need to change and when, if it 
was found that sea levels were rising faster, or more slowly, than predicted.

 Sea levels could rise by up to 90 centimetres by the end of the century, 
but greater increases cannot be eliminated.

 Fluvial flood flows down the River Thames could rise by about 40 per cent 
by 2080, driven by increased rainfall.



Thames Barrier (4)
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 Thames Estuary Partnership: approaches the challenge from a 
viewpoint that values the contribution of all estuary users with the 
goal to learn from and work with their knowledge and expertise. 

 Talk of the Thames:  A magazine published twice a year in May 
and November. Distributed across the estuary through partner 
organisations. Provides a neutral insight into views and latest 
projects on the estuary. Tool for informing members and partners 
about current estuary activities and to share concerns or own 
information by contributing articles!

 Your Tidal Thames: a ‘catchment-based’ approach to working 
with people and organisations that can make a difference to the 
health of England’s water environments. Goal: shape a ‘pilot 
catchment plan’ by the end of 2012. The plan will address issues 
that are vital for the sustainability including recommendations for 
long-term improvements in the water quality and ecological health 
of the river. 



Lessons learned (1)
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 Decisions related to water management attract significant 
attention by people, including emotions, due to the 
fundamental importance of water for life;

 Such decisions tend to become a test for the quality of 
governance including at the highest political level;

 It is strongly recommended to have robust, well designed 
and managed as well as broadly accepted processes in 
place for decision making;

 The UNECE Aarhus Convention provides such framework 
and it has now been used for more than 10 years; 



Lessons learned (2)
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 It is important to identify processes that are inclusive, open, 
transparent  and where the outcome is not prejudged by some 
stakeholders (e.g. corporates, other powerful companies);

 Engagement of all interested stakeholders should start at an 
early stage and allow for enough time (sometimes in the range 
of decades!!) for decision making; 

 Flexible solutions, based on various scenarios, might be 
needed in order to take into account the significant 
uncertainties that are unavoidable for projects with a long time 
horizon;

 Any decisions should be informed by up-to-date science;
 Best practice regulations deliver adequate, economically sound 

and cost effective solutions by requiring an inclusive process 
from the start 



Muchas gracias!
Thank you for your attention! 
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