
Submitting Action Pledges to the Nairobi work programme on impacts, 
vulnerability and adaptation to climate change (NWP) 

 
 
 
Name of your organization: International Union of Railways (UIC) 
 
Date of submission of Action Pledge: 06/06/2011 
 
 

Background 

Title of Action Pledge Adapting Rail Infrastructure to Climate Changes (ARISCC) 

Overall objective1 
 
‘Understanding vulnerability’ and ‘Fostering adaptation' 
 

Activities to be undertaken and key outputs 

Action Pledge purpose 

 
To give an overview over ongoing and planned activities 
regarding the adaptation of railways to extreme weather 
situations and climate change 
 
To identify and classify the main effects of climate change on 
railway infrastructure and rank the main impacts according to 
their damage potential 
 
To identify the areas of highest priority in this field and provide 
a systematic inventory of adaptation measures, strategies and 
policies in each of the high priority areas 
 

Actions 

 
Survey existing extreme weather information and management 
systems, and highlight good practice 
 
Understand how long-term climate models (2030, 2050) could 
be used by railways, looking at two route case studies  
 
Propose process for including climate change models into 
railway planning 
 
Members of the UIC and partner organizations will be engaged 
in this project providing expertise and consultancy (Network 
Rail UK and colleagues from the railways of Germany, Belgium, 
Austria, Netherlands, Franche and Finland, as well as the UIC 
itself) 

Expected results 
 
An assessment of risks & associated costs, potential damage, 
performance and economic costs. 

                                                 
1 The two aspects of the objective of the NWP are:  to assist all Parties, in particular developing 

countries, including the least developed countries and small island developing States to: 
 improve their understanding and assessment of impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate 

change; 
 make informed decisions on practical adaptation actions and measures to respond to climate 

change on a sound scientific, technical and socio-economic basis, taking into account current and 
future climate change and variability. 



 
The Impact on standards and the options of adopting standards 
for new and existing infrastructure to the effects of climate 
change. 
 
A practical easy-to-use Guidance document on how to identify 
vulnerable assets and locations for a concrete line, how to 
choose the appropriate adaptation measures and how to 
assess related costs and benefits (toolbox). 
 
A good practice collection of adaptation measures.  

Indicators of achievement 
 
Number of UIC members using the ARISCC results, and 
adopting good practices. 

 
 
 


