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Adaptation responses
• Adaptation poses a formidable challenge, with large, 

uncertain costs and particularly for developing countries 
which are expected to bear the brunt of impacts and have 
limited capacity to adapt

• Adaptation interventions are meant to reduce vulnerability 
and / or enhance adaptive capacity to climate risk

• This is also an outcome of development efforts
– Many similarities between adaptation interventions and 

development actions
– Accelerated development may be the best response for 

enhancing adaptation
• But there is a difference

– Climate change poses a large, additional burden
– Need to reach fair and equitable sharing of this burden
– Need to make provision of new and additional resources
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Global response on adaptation
Based on the two pillars of

National response on adaptation

Technology Financing

Generation Delivery

• Criteria for 
project 
selection and 
cost-sharing
•Methodologi
es Panel

‘How’ to 
support

‘What’ to 
support

• Adequacy and 
predictability of 
source of funds
• Scale of funds 

• Research: utilize S&T 
cooperation
• Development: joint 
technology development with 
suitable IPR sharing
• Deployment: suitable IPR 
regimes and appropriate 
financing models

Should support and enable

•Institutional 
structure
• Financial 
instruments

Mechanisms for 
development & transfer

What 
technology

• Technology 
in the 
broadest 
sense
• Traditional 
knowledge 
capture
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Science & Technology for adaptation

• Climate projections & scenarios
– Improved regional and global modeling capability

• Assessment of vulnerability & adaptation
• Full spectrum of technologies - from traditional knowledge 

to frontier science:
– Agriculture – agricultural biotechnology and plant genomics for 

drought and pest resilience
– Health – disease surveillance, responding to changes in disease 

prevalence as a result of  environmental change including new 
treatments

– Technologies for disaster management
– Technologies to improve the efficiency of water use and augment 

the water resource, for example desalination
– View technologies in the broadest sense - including ‘systems’

technologies
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The challenge of delivery

• How to deliver?
– Institutional structure for delivery

• The Adaptation Fund is an important new approach

• What to support?
– Making the space of potential projects tractable: criteria and 

parameters for additional cost, baselines and project benefits
– Negotiated levels for co-financing / additional cost by sector and 

type of investment
– Need standardized, simplified methodologies, and a process to 

arrive at them
• Recognize that in the case of adaptation (unlike 

mitigation), for many sectors, the actions being 
supported will be those of public entities
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