
INFLUENCING POLICY AND DECISION MAKING TO BUILD WATER SECURITY AND 
CLIMATE RESILIENCE  

1.0 DESCRIPTION  
 
The IPCC states that �water and its availability and quality, will be the main pressure on societies and the 
environment under climate change1. Projected changes with significant consequences include higher sea 
levels, more variable rainfall, more frequent and intense floods, droughts and rapid desertification. Adapting 
to climate change requires adapting national development policies to respond to projected changes in water 
availability and address inadequacies in information, investments and infrastructure for water storage, 
distribution, and allocating water effectively.  
 
While water management has always responded to climate variability, climate change increases the levels of 
uncertainty and challenges established norms of water planning. Water planning can no longer rely on 
historical climatic data to project likely future scenarios of precipitation, water availability and demand. 
Consequently, the instruments and tools available for managing, distributing and allocating water resources to 
economic and social sectors have to be adapted to respond to a new climate regime. In some cases, new 
policies, strategies and plans have to be developed taking into account development trajectories for multiple 
climate scenarios. 
 
Climate change impacts cuts across sectors-affecting development objectives in energy, agriculture, health, 
industry, environment, and others. The impacts also span multiple scales- affecting ecosystems and 
communities at local, national and regional levels. 
 
The challenge for development planners and senior decision-makers is to design policies that not only 
recognises the local nature of climate change impacts but also take into account the interconnectedness of 
these impacts across sectors and at multiple scales. While the impacts may be localised, appropriate and cost 
effective adaptation measures may lie at national or regional level. 
 
Through its global network of more than 2400 partners, present in 153 countries, the Global Water 
Partnership supports countries in developing appropriate, context specific and relevant policies, governance 
frameworks and institutional arrangements essential for building water security and enhancing climate 
resilience. Many developing countries have overlapping mandates and policies for managing water leading to 
duplication of resources, institutional gaps for building long-term climate resilience. This is compounded by 
weak institutional, governance and coordination arrangements at the national level. 
  
Since 2005, GWP has supported various countries and regional economic development communities to 
develop robust and flexible policies and plans that take into account the uncertainty inherent in projected 
climate change impacts at multiple levels and scales. Integration of climate change, development objectives 
and water agendas is crucial for sustainable national and regional development.  
 
As illustrated in the following section, a number of countries now have improved water policies, plans and 
strategies for facilitating cross-sectoral coordination, guiding investments and financing decisions to enhance 
water security and adapt to climate change. In some countries, water and climate resilience has been 
incorporated in national development plans and/or poverty reduction strategies. 
 
2.0 RESULTS ACHIEVED  

• 13 African countries develop new water management plans and strategies. GWP regions in Africa have 
supported 13 governments to design plans for improved water management to enhance water security and 
initiate the process for building climate resilience. Countries supported include Mali, Senegal, Benin, Malawi, 
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Cape Verde, Cameroon, Eritrea, Kenya, Ethiopia, Malawi, Zambia, Swaziland and Mozambique. In some 
countries, the plans have been incorporated in national development plans and PRSPs and are being 
implemented with committed financial investments from national treasury and development partners. 

• SADC regional Dialogues lead to climate change adaptation strategy. GWP Southern Africa, in partnership 
with the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and scientific partners (Regional Climate 
Change Programme), has been facilitating multi-stakeholder dialogues on climate change adaptation. The 
dialogues have enhanced regional capacity and influenced SADC to initiate a process to develop a regional 
climate change strategy. The dialogues included capacity development sessions with climate change 
negotiators and policy makers from the energy, agricultural, health, finance and water sectors ministries. 

• In Asia, Regional framework agreed for managing floods in Ganges� Brahmaputra Basin. Water experts and 
representatives of disaster management agencies, development banks and donor agencies agreed on a 
common regional framework for managing flood disasters in the transboundary Ganges� Brahmaputra basin. 
The consensus emerged from a meeting in Dhaka in January 2009 where representatives from Bangladesh, 
India and Nepal shared their experiences and reviewed a draft of the framework. World Bank and GWP 
Bangladesh undertook to explore options on how the regional framework can be further supported. 

• In Latin America, El Salvador�s National Climate Change Plan and Policy included inputs from GWP.  GWP 
El Salvador with the National Foundation for Development and Lutheran World Relief organised the National 
Forum on Climate Change and provided inputs to the government�s development of the National Climate 
Change Plan and Policy. 

• In the Mediterranean, the Regional Strategy for Water recognises links between water and climate change. 
GWP Mediterranean contributed technical inputs into the strategy resulting in recommendations for enhanced 
water management, climate-proof water infrastructure and adaptation. 

• In Central Asia and Caucasus, stakeholders agreed to improve water efficiency and water quality as 
immediate actions to adapt to climate change. The Tajik Minister of Land and Water undertook to consider 
less water consuming crops in Tajik agriculture to improve water efficiency.  

 
3.0 CHALLENGES  

• Inadequate data and reliable climate information presents challenges for accurately forecasting future climate 
trends and hamper progress for adaptation 

• Uncertainty in projected impacts presents challenges for development planners, and decision-makers 
• Inadequate understanding of resilience, ecological regime shifts, what drives them and how to determine the 

thresholds and tipping points to enable appropriate policy responses.  
• Climate science, high-level policy and adaptation planning approaches often seem disconnected from local 

actions and do not take into account transboundary nature of climate change impacts in shared river basins 
• Inadequate institutional, technical and analytical capacity hampers progress in many developing countries. 
• Lack of political priority, inadequate finance and investments in water infrastructure and monitoring 

hydrological information 
 
4.0 LESSONS LEARNED 

• Investments in water resources management is a �no regret� adaptation strategy. It delivers important benefits 
to vulnerable populations today, while strengthening resilience to longer-term climate risks. 

• Integrating water security into  development plans and decision making processes enhances climate resilience  
• Finance and economic development ministries play a key role in cross-sectoral coordination  
• Economic arguments are needed to convince policy and decision makers on benefits of adaptation 
• Recognising relationship between climate change, water and development helps build essential links between 

water and climate change strategies relevant for low-carbon development trajectories. 
• Regional perspective to adaptation has multiple benefits and allows stakeholders from countries sharing a 

river basin to take part and identify win-win opportunities for adaptation 
• Transboundary Basin approach and integrated water management approach are essential for analysing 

development  trajectories considering various climate change scenarios 


