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Background 
Title of 
Initiative/Programme/Project 

Capacity Building for National Focal Points of Climate 
Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) 

Overall objectives To assist all Parties, in particular developing countries, including the 
least developed countries and small island developing States to: 

• make informed decisions on practical adaptation actions and 
measures to respond to climate change on a sound 
scientific, technical and socio-economic basis, taking into 
account current and future climate change and variability. 

NWP work areas to which 
the pledge is relevant 

Methods and tools:  
• Promoting development and dissemination of methodologies 

and tools for impact and vulnerability assessments, such as 
rapid assessments and bottom-up approaches, including as 
they apply to sustainable development 

 
Adaptation planning and practices (across different levels): 
 

• Promoting the development and dissemination of methods 
and tools for assessment and improvement of adaptation 
planning, measures and actions, and integration with 
sustainable development 

Activities to be undertaken and key outputs 
Project purpose  • To conduct regional training workshops for operational 

climate experts within the National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services (NMHSs), as part of the WMO CLIPS 
project, to build their capacity for user-targeted climate 
services.  

• To enable countries in the region, to enhance their 
capacities for climate prediction, downscaling and tailoring of 
climate products. 

• To facilitate the regional networking of climate experts and 
their common understanding of regional climate issues, 
including the development of Regional Climate Outlook 
Forums (RCOFs). 

• To develop training curricula for sustained capacity building 
activities. 

Activities  • The CLIPS training workshops are generally composed of 
three essential parts relevant to the concerned sub-region: 

o Climatological and predictability issues;  
o Communication and delivery of climate services; and  
o Climate applications issues.  
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• The workshops also consider the types of misinterpretations 
that forecasts are subject to, presentation matters (including 
relationships with the media), decision processes, and 
project management.  

• Lectures are made interactive, and numerous practical 
activities are organised to support the training, along with the 
provision of relevant software tools. 

• The following CLIPS Training Workshops are planned: 
o Southeast Asia (Jakarta, Indonesia, 6-17 December 

2010) 
o Iberoamerican Countries, in Spanish (Mexico City, 

Mexico, February 2011) 
• Organize a meeting of the Commission for Climatology Task 

Team on CLIPS Evolution (November 2010, Geneva, 
Switzerland), to update descriptions of national CLIPS 
activities in the context of the emerging Global Framework 
for Climate Services, and determine the capacity building 
requirements. 

• Co-sponsor CLIPS related training activities in collaboration 
with other agencies. 

• Development of CLIPS Training Curricula. 

Expected results  • Trained expertise at the national level to undertake climate 
services. 

• Enhanced operational CLIPS activities at the national level 
• Enhanced national inputs into regional climate activities such 

as RCOFs and Regional Climate Centres (RCCs). 
• Tailoring of climate products to meet user needs. 

Indicators of achievement • Number of CLIPS Training Workshops 
• Number of trainees in CLIPS Training Workshops  
• Publications of CLIPS Training Curricula 
• Number of countries providing operational climate prediction 
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